Letter of Motivation

Name: Eruvilamkadu Prabhannan Navajyoth
Course: Master's program Ecology and Ecosystems (MEC)

| am Eruvilamkadu Prabhannan Navajyoth from Kerala, India, expressing my keen
interest in pursuing an MSc in Ecology and Ecosystem at the University of Vienna,
Austria. | completed my high school in 2016 with a score of 60% and my Senior
higher secondary in 2018 with a score of 65%. | have always been fascinated by the
intricate relationships between organisms and their environment, and | am eager
to delve deeper into the field of ecology to contribute to the conservation and
sustainable management of our planet's ecosystems. | am contacting you to
express my genuine excitement about applying for the Master's program in Ecology
and Ecosystems at the University of Vienna. After completing my Bachelor's degree
in Biochemistry with a specialization in Nanotechnology, | have developed a strong
foundation in molecular sciences and acquired a deep comprehension of the
intricacies of biological systems. This educational background, coupled with my
increasing commitment to environmental conservation, has inspired me to redirect
my academic interests toward the fascinating field of ecology and ecosystems.

During my undergraduate years at Sree Narayana Guru College, which is affiliated
with Bharathiyar University, | extensively explored the fields of molecular and
nanoscale biochemistry. The courses | enrolled in covered intricate topics like
biochemistry, molecular biology, and nanotechnology, equipping me with a strong
foundation in the fundamental principles that govern life at its smallest scales. One
of the most impactful experiences during this period was my thesis research, which
focused on utilizing nanomaterials for environmental remediation. This project not
only improved my research skills but also emphasized the significance of
interdisciplinary approaches in addressing environmental challenges.

My academic journey began with the completion of a Bachelor's degree in
Biochemistry with Nanotechnology, igniting a deep interest in the complexities of
biological systems. This passion led me to pursue a Master's degree in Biomedical



Science at Nottingham Trent University in the United Kingdom. Unfortunately, my
studies were interrupted by a health issue - a diagnosis of an accessory navicular
bone condition requiring surgery. Following my procedure at New Medical College
in Thrissur, complications arose, leading to an additional surgical intervention.
These challenges prompted me to return home and pause my studies temporarily.
However, during this time, | engaged in independent study, an internship at V)
Biotech, and a role as a laboratory assistant from May 3, 2021, to April 4, 2022. This
experience enhanced my resilience and determination, qualities crucial for a
successful career in scientific research. The transition from a Bachelor's degree in
Biochemistry with Nanotechnology to a Master's degree in Biomedical Science was
a natural progression due to the interconnected nature of these fields. My
undergraduate studies provided a solid understanding of molecular and nanoscale
aspects of biological systems. Through coursework and lab work in biochemistry, |
gained a deep understanding of chemical processes in living organisms.
Additionally, my specialization in nanotechnology exposed me to cutting-edge
techniques with significant implications in biomedical sciences.

The Master's program in Ecology and Ecosystems (MEC) at the University of Vienna
offers a comprehensive understanding of ecosystem processes and the intricate
relationship between biodiversity and ecosystem functionality. It adopts a holistic
approach to address key ecological issues, highlighting the importance of
organisms in ecosystem functionality and exploring the factors influencing
variations in biodiversity and ecosystem functioning over time and space. The
program integrates perspectives from both organismic and ecosystem-based
disciplines, complementing other relevant courses available at the university. MEC
encompasses a wide range of ecosystems, including marine, freshwater, and
terrestrial environments in diverse geographical locations. Scientists specializing in
various biology fields, such as botany, microbial ecology, zoology, systems biology,
and biogeochemistry, actively contribute to the program. Students have the
opportunity to utilize a variety of techniques and methodologies, including field
surveys and laboratory experiments, incorporating cutting-edge technology in
stable isotope and element analysis, metagenomics, transcriptomic, proteomics,
metabolomics, environmental genetics, light and electron microscopy, statistical



data analysis, and modeling. By integrating investigations focused on biodiversity
and ecosystems, the program aims to familiarize students with interdisciplinary
research approaches. Established in 1365 by Duke Rudolph IV, the University of
Vienna holds the distinction of being the oldest university in the German-speaking
world and one of the largest in Central Europe. Boasting an impressive array of 178
degree programs and 40 continuing education and training programs, it attracts a
diverse student body of approximately 45,000 individuals, making it Austria's
largest educational institution. With a faculty comprising around 7,000 academics,
the wuniversity stands as the country's premier teaching and research
establishment. Its primary focus lies in offering a comprehensive range of studies,
fostering innovative research fields, and facilitating interdisciplinary connections.
Notably, the University of Vienna ranks at #130 in the QS World University Rankings
2024, solidifying its position as one of Vienna, Austria's leading public universities.

Upon the completion of this program, | intend to go back to India. The MSc in
Ecology and Ecosystems program opens up a wide range of career opportunities
within the country, including roles in research, conservation, consulting, education,
and policy-making. The potential for salary growth is significant, particularly for
those who progress to higher positions. Given the crucial role of this field in
addressing environmental challenges and promoting sustainable development,
embarking on a career in this sector can be deeply rewarding for individuals with a
strong passion for the environment. Graduates with an MSc in Ecology and
Ecosystems have access to diverse career paths in fields such as research,
conservation, environmental management, and policy-making. These
opportunities can be found in research institutions, universities, and government
bodies like the Wildlife Institute of India (WII), the Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education (ICFRE), and CSIR laboratories. Graduates can engage in
researching ecological and environmental issues, publishing their findings, and
contributing to scientific knowledge in these domains. They can also work in
environmental consulting firms, NGOs, and private companies, offering guidance
on environmental impact assessments, sustainable practices, and adherence to
environmental regulations. Furthermore, graduates who have completed their



studies can also explore various opportunities within well-known multinational
companies, particularly in industries such as energy, manufacturing, and
agriculture. In these roles, they can contribute to the development and
implementation of sustainability projects, reduce environmental impacts, and
ensure compliance with environmental regulations. It is important to recognize
that the field of Ecology and Ecosystems is increasingly important in India due to
growing environmental challenges, the need for biodiversity conservation, and the
focus on achieving sustainable development goals. This highlights the significance
of the expertise and knowledge possessed by MSc graduates in Ecology and
Ecosystems in addressing these pressing issues.

Thank You

Eruvilamkadu Prabhannan Navajyoth



